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as others filed into the office and deposited automobile 
parts, decimated household goods, broken toys, damaged 
medical supplies, small coffins, large photographs, and 
boxes labeled with additional types of war-torn debris, all 
to the steady beat of a drum.  Then, participants repre-
senting dead or traumatized soldiers and civilians laid 
down their bodies amidst the rubble.  The office staff was 
told that the group could not leave without Congressman 
Emmanuel’s signature, either on the order receipt or on a 
pledge to vote against future Iraq war funding measures. 
Chicago police arrived just before 5 p.m., and arrested 
nine CPTers inside the office on charges of trespassing.  
Most were soon released, but three were held overnight.  
7-25-2008	 Des Moines, IA	 4

Karl Rove returned to Iowa for a Republican 
fundraiser, and again faced determined citizens prepared 
to arrest him for aiding and abetting war crimes.  Police 
offered their adhoc international law enforcement col-
leagues no assistance, however, and instead turned on 
them.  Rev. Chet Guinn, Ed Bloomer, Kirk Brown and 
Mona Shaw were arrested, charged with criminal trespass 
and released.  At their arraignment a few days later, Mona 
Shaw was the first called, and she pled not guilty.  Polk 
County Judge William Price asked her, “Ma’am, what 
were you doing at the Wakonda Country Club?”  “I was 
attempting to make a citizen’s arrest of Karl Rove, your 
honor,” Shaw answered.  “Well,” the judge looked up and 
said, “it’s about time.”  The others also pled not guilty, 
and their jury trial was set for September 25.
7-25-2008	 Washington, D.C.	 2

Two people, one a member of Iraq Veterans 
Against the War, were arrested and removed from a House 
Judiciary Committee hearing on “Executive Power and Its 
Constitutional Limitations” where impeachable offenses 
regarding the Iraq war were brought to the record.  When 
they appeared for their first court date, they learned no 
charges had been filed.
8-8-2008	 Martin, TN	 2

A family’s public memorial to their dead 
soldier son was vandalized when Sara Gallimore and 

Brandon White garishly repainted the life-size concrete 
statue of an infantry soldier in Iraq.  The statue was 
placed as part of a community landscaping project by the 
family of Sgt. Dustin Laird, killed in Iraq two years ago.  
Gallimore and White turned themselves in amidst the 
public outrage that followed what they had intended as an 
anti-war statement.  Both pled guilty to vandalism, and in 
September each was ordered to pay $100 restitution to the 
Laird family, and to serve 200 hours community service 
at Laird’s Tennessee National Guard 913th Engineer com-
pany in Union City.  
8-10-2008	 Ft. McCoy, WI	 13

Voices for Creative Nonviolence coordi-
nated a 400-mile peace walk from Chicago to the Repub-
lican National Convention, passing by the army training 
base.  The walkers stopped at the gate to deliver a letter 
to the commander, and seek entrance to talk to soldiers.  
They were refused on both counts, but thirteen people 
stayed put and were arrested for trespass.  All but Kathy 
Kelly were cited and released.  Kelly was transported to 
Ashland County on a 1999 warrant for failure to pay a 
fine for trespass at the now-closed Project ELF nuclear 
sub antenna.  Kelly’s fine was paid anonymously, and she 
rejoined the walk two days later.
9-15-2008	 Madison, WI	 3

Cassandra Dixon, Bonnie Block, and Joy 
First were arrested at the federal building during the 
Monday noon hour vigil for peace, now in its 26th year. 
About three dozen people took part, some chalking body 
outlines on the sidewalk representing Wisconsin soldiers 
and Iraqis who have needlessly died in the illegal and 
immoral war in Iraq.  Stories about those who died were 
read aloud before the three women laid themselves down 
in the doorway.  They were arrested for obstruction, cited 
and released.  While calling for an end to the war, the 
women were particularly mindful that the largest deploy-
ment of Wisconsin National Guard troops overseas since 
World War II is scheduled to leave for Iraq in early 2009, 
and have called on state government leaders to protest 
this deployment because the legislation that authorized 
“federalizing” the Guard has run out.

Hammered By The Irish: 
How the Pitstop Plough-
shares Disabled a U.S. 
War-plane with Ireland’s 
Blessing by Harry Browne 
(2008 - CounterPunch/
AK Press).  Tells the tale 
of the February, 2003 
disarmament action that 
caused $2.5M damage 
and concluded 3-1/2 years 
later when a Dublin jury 
found the six activists 
innocent of any crime.   
($15.95 paper, ISBN 
978-1904859901.  Order 
from the Catholic Worker 
Bookstore, POB 3087, 
Washington DC 20010, 
1-800-43-PEACE or book-
store@catholicworker.com

Locked Up: Letters and Papers of a Prisoner of Con-
science by Don Beisswenger (2008 - Upper Room 
Books).  A retired Vanderbilt University professor of 
church and community found as he grieved the loss of his 
wife of 50 years, that he also now, “...had the freedom to 
act upon my beliefs in a way I had not before.”  One year 
later, Beisswenger crossed the line at the School of the 
Americas and served six months in prison.   (ISBN 978-0-
8358-9939-0; 160 pp. $15 + s&h from upperroom.org)

 A Persistent Peace, One Man’s Struggle for a Nonvio-
lent World is the autobiography of John Dear, SJ (2008 
- Loyola Press).  Dear has long been involved in civil 
resistance to nuclear weapons and was imprisoned for his 
part in the 1993 Pax Christi - Spirit of Life plowshares ac-
tion.  (ISBN 978-0-8294-2720-2; 440 pp. $22.95 list)
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