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Religion and War Resistance in the Plowshares Move-
ment�����E�\���6�K�D�U�R�Q���(�U�L�F�N�V�R�Q���1�H�S�V�W�D�G���������������������&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H��
University Press).  For this academic study of the Plow-
shares disarmament movement, Nepstad had the par-
ticipation of more than 50 Plowshares activists - nearly 
one-third of the total number of arrested participants 
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G�����������������I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V�����*�U�H�D�W��
Britain, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, Australia 
and New Zealand.  In the context of a readable and well-
informed theoretical analysis of this contemporary social 
movement, she tells the story of its spread across borders 
and the persistance of many activists through very dif-
ferent political climates during the history of the move-
ment, with attention to the nature of participants’ religious 
�F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�W�V���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J�����R�U���Q�R�W����
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���������,�6�%�1�����������������������������������S�S�����S�D�S�H�U�E�D�F�N��
���������������O�L�V�W��

Faslane 365 - a year of anti-nuclear blockades, ed-
�L�W�H�G���E�\���$�Q�J�L�H���=�H�O�W�H�U�������������������/�X�D�W�K���3�U�H�V�V���/�L�P�L�W�H�G���������7�K�H��
Faslane 365 campaign of blockades and related actions at 
the British Trident nuclear submarine homeport on Gare 
Loch in Scotland concluded one year ago last October.  
Angie Zelter, a decades-long participant and organizer 
of nonviolent direct action campaigns for disarmament 
who initiated the “mad plan”, has edited a book-length 
�F�K�U�R�Q�L�F�O�H�����L�W�V���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�F�H���W�R��
the abolitionist effort.

�´�'�X�U�L�Q�J�����������������W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�O�L�I�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�J�L�P�H��
was threatened by the renewal and modernization of 
nuclear weapons systems by the U.K., U.S.  and France,” 
Zelter writes.  “The nuclear weapon ambitions of Iran and 
Korea were also in the limelight.  It was a year of political 
upheaval and controversy, with Westminster voting for the 
replacement of Trident and Scotland voting against it... 
Faslane 365 came at this most crucial time and managed 
to keep the spotlight in Scotland on nuclear weapons at 
Faslane.  The campaign encouraged a renewed nonviolent 
confrontation with the state to pressure it to implement its 
promises of disarmament.”

Over the course of the year, 131 blockading groups 
from across Great Britain and several other countries 
were present blocking the gates on 189 days, resulting in 
1150 arrests and less than 80 prosecutions, principally of 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION:  Ramsey 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���6�W�����3�D�X�O�������K�D�V���À�O�H�G���F�K�D�U�J�H�V��
against only 165 people from more than 650 arrests made 
before and during the convention.  A smaller number 
�R�I���F�D�V�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���À�O�H�G���L�Q���+�H�Q�Q�H�S�L�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
Minneapolis) and federal court.  As of December 9, the 
�6�W�����3�D�X�O���&�L�W�\���$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�·�V���R�I�À�F�H���K�D�G���G�L�V�P�L�V�V�H�G���������F�D�V�H�V������
�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���������Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K���J�X�L�O�W�\���S�O�H�D�V���R�U���G�H�I�H�U�U�H�G��
prosecution.  Fifty-nine cases are still on the docket, with 
trials beginning in mid-December.  Some people pled 
guilty to avoid the cost of returning to St. Paul for hear-
ings and trial.  The Community RNC Arrestee Support 
Structure (CRASS) found that less than $4,400 has been 
collected by the city pursuant to these plea agreements.  
�$�W���O�H�D�V�W���������S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���I�D�F�L�Q�J���I�H�O�R�Q�\���F�K�D�U�J�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
eight members of the anarchist RNC Welcoming Commit-
tee (known as the RNC 8) who arranged logistic support 
for out-of-town demonstrators.  The eight were preemp-
tively arrested and held for several days, and face felony 
charges of conspiracy to riot in furtherance of terrorism.   
For more information on the various groups of arrestees 
and their support, visit rnc08arrestees.wordpress.com...
VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE:  Dennis Apel, Jeff 
Dietrich, Fr. Louie Vitale, OFM, and Fr. Steve Kelly, SJ, 
were found guilty December 4 in Santa Barbara Federal 
Court of trespass at Vandenberg Air Force Base on May 
�����������������������)�H�G�H�U�D�O���0�D�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�H���5�L�W�D���&�R�\�Q�H���)�H�G�H�U�P�D�Q��
granted the prosecution’s motion in limine, prohibiting 
the defendants from making any comment or statement 
with regard to their religious or political reasons or views 
for their act of trespass.  This ruling essentially gagged 
the defendants from making any meaningful statement in 
their defense since the foundation of their Armed Forces 
Day action was inspired by their religious and political 
�E�H�O�L�H�I�V�����$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���.�D�W�H���&�K�D�W�À�H�O�G���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G���W�R���À�Q�G���D���Z�D�\��
for the defendants to make their statement, but Prosecu-
tor Sharon McCaslin vigorously objected to nearly every 
question asked of the defendants, with the Court sustain-

ing each objection. However, enough was said to display 
the defendants’ sincerity on the day they were arrested.  
Before the trial began, the magistrate ruled against a 
motion to dismiss the trespass charge against Mike 
Wisniewski, who was taking photos of the demonstra-
tions when he was arrested.  However, after viewing the 
government-provided video of the demonstration dur-
ing the trial, she granted Wisniewski’s motion to acquit.  
The court ruled that the government failed to prove that 
Wisniewski was given a warning to move back across the 
“green line” or face arrest.  Sentencing for the other four 
�G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������������������/�D�V�W���0�D�\�����W�K�U�H�H��
people who had crossed the line at Vandenberg on March 
�����H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���J�X�L�O�W�\���S�O�H�D�V���W�R���W�U�H�V�S�D�V�V�������0�D�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�H���&�R�\�Q�H��
�)�H�G�H�U�P�D�Q���À�Q�H�G���0�D�U�\���-�D�Q�H���3�D�U�U�L�Q�H���������������D�Q�G���R�U�G�H�U�H�G��
pre-sentencing reports for Larry Purcell and Ed Ehmke.  
Parrine concluded her brief sentencing statement:

Besides being impractical and foolish, Vanden-
berg’s testing of weapons of mass annihilation 
brings the concept of defense to an extreme that is 
wrong in every moral and theological sense.  In the 
Acts of the Apostles (4:13-21) there is a description 
of Peter and John appearing before the Sanhedrin. 
They had been arrested for telling people about the 
teaching of Jesus and then they were warned not 
to continue speaking. Their reply was “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God for us to obey you rather 
than God, you be the judges. It is impossible for us 
not to speak about what we have seen and heard.”

Ehmke and Purcell returned to the federal court in Santa 
Barbara on July 17 and were each sentenced to one day, 
with credit for time served.  Both men walked free after 
court.  For more information, visit vandenbergwitness.org...
PENTAGON: Five people arrested last Hiroshima Day, 
�$�X�J�X�V�W���������Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�H�G���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������D�Q�G���À�Q�H�G����������������
Told they would not pay, the judge replied, “That’s not 
my concern.”...
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